Critical digest 


Vol V No 12 December 1,1952 


The Weekly Newsletter Digest of the Current NYC & LA Entertainment Scenes 


New York Theatre Openings This Week 


I've Got Sixpense- Barrymore 12/2/52 . John van Druten's new play presented by Gertrude 
Macy and Walter Ctarcke with Edmond O'Brien and Viveca Lindfors...See the Jaguar-Cort 12/3/52 
Lemuel Ayers,in association with Helen Jacobson,prsent a new play by N. Richard Nash.Directed 
by Michael Gordon, featuring Arthur Kennedy, Constance Ford and Cameron Prud*thomme... 
Two's Company- Alvin 12/4/52. James Russo and Michael Ellis present Bette Davis in Charles 
Sherman's new musical revue. Critics are not scheduled to review show until Dec 15. 


Digests of Current NY Theatre Reviews 


Time Out for Ginger-lyceum 11/26/52. Mixed reviews greeted Ronald Alexander's new com- 
edy,which stars Melvyn Douglas. Times,News,World Telegram & Sun, Journal American and Eagle 
critics enjoyed mild domestic comedy. Produced and staged by Shepard Traube, critics generally 
welcomed Broadway debut of Nancy Malone,Mary Hartig and Lois Smith. Atkinson,Times,admitted 
script was a little unsteady on its pins,but it is a fresh,warm hearted and funny comedy.Chap- 
man,News, thinks that a few years ago Broadway would have supported such a nice little play, 
but now there is not enough right about it to put it into the hit class. News reviewer had 
special word of praise for Eldon Elder's living room set which was solid as well as good look- 
ing. Things couldn't be better for funny bones, raves Hawkins,WT&S. New comedy is hilarious, 
human,warm and touching work by a welcome addition to theatre writers,he commented. Kerr, 
Herald Tribune, panned it as not worth doing,billing it as a giddy farce,antic and implausi ble. 
Watts, Post,suggests those with daughters might enjoy comedy,but he isn't so sure about the 
others. Critic admitted liking it as much as he did Bernardine,which isn't meant as praise. 
Winchell ,Mirror,subbing for Coleman,doubts if script is sturdy enough,though he did not at 
least 12 robust laughs from the audience. Dash,Women's Wear,marked it off as “The Female 
Animal" and just as funny as the original.Douglas emotional description of a football game 
was billed by many as the best piece of business the actor has had in years. 


The Seven Year Itch- Plymouth 11/20/52 . Time magazine critic panned George Axelrod 
comedy starring Tom Ewell because the script is more of an anthology of familiar little 
situations than an actual play. But rest of his weekly colleagues sidied with daily re- 
viewers who greeted new comedy. Keating,Cue,thinks: the comedy could last 7 years,for the 
author has accomplished a major wonder in making an essentially stock situation an extrem 
ly funny play, Newsweek man billed it a nice comedy for grown-ups. Between Ewell and Vanessa 
Brown they make a very flimsy comedy a small but emphatic delight. Rest of cast,he noted , 
plays with steady assurance because they know they have jobs for a long time. Variety is 
sure this is the laugh hit Broadway has been waiting for so long. Summed up simply,Hobe list- 
ed show as a smash hit. 


The Deep Blue Sea-Morosco 11/5/52. An adult and an interesting play,presenting a sit- 
uation that is as universal as it is simple,is how Marshall,Nation, rates new Terence Ratti- 
gan play which stars Margaret Sullavan . Her’performance is intelligent,subtle and controlled. 
Supporting cast was also rated excellent, though critic did think James Hanley would have 
helped make point of play better if he had been less stodgy. 


The Millionairess-Shubert- 10/17/52 Bentley,New Republic, hopes that sometime this 
minor Shaw work will be done right, It is actually an attempt to revive that Jonsonian kind 
of farce which is both ferocious and meaningful. Hepburn's "performance" is more like a bad 
case of St.Vitus Dance he panned. Marshall,Nation,agreed that script seems to be composed 
of spare parts Shaw had left over. But still the parts are authentic Shaw which an actress 
of skill,charm,and grace could make wilful yet enterprising. Miss Hepburn,she noted,didn't. 
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DT- NY Times 

DH- NY Herald Tribune 
DN- NY News 

DM— NY Mirror 

DP- NY Post 

DJ- NY Journal American 
DW- NY World Tele-Sun 
DB- Brooklyn Eagle 
DJC-Jour.of Commerce 
DWJ-Wall St Journal 
DWD-Women's Wear 


* NYC Theatre Index 


DA- Associated Press WN- Nation 

DU- United Press WNR-New Republic 
DI- Int. News Service WNS-Newsweek 

DE- Newhouse Papers WNY-New Yorker 

WB- Billboard WSR-Saturday Review 
WV- Variety WI- Time 
WCD-Critical Digest MP— Park East 
WGN-George Jean Nathan BC- WCBS Leonard 
WWM-Ward Morehouse BL- New Leader-WEVD 
WCM- Chr.Sci Monitor BS- WINS Starr 
WCU-Cue BF- WFUV-FM Kass 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will be hits. 
Pro means critic stated directly that he recommends show for an entertaining or stimulating 
evening. None means no vote recorded by "CD",not that critic didn't express verdict. 


SOUTH PACFIC 4/7/49 
GUYS AND DOLLS 11/24/50 
THE KING AND I 3/2/51 
THE MOON IS BLUE 3/8/51 
PAL JOEY 1/3/52 


MRS MCTHING 2/29/52 

THE MALE ANIMAL 4/30/52 
NEW FACES 5/16/52 

WISH YOU WERE HERE 6/25/52 


BEATRICE LILLIE 10/2/52 
THE MILLIONAIRESS 10/17/52 
TIME OF THE CUCKOO 10/15/52 


BERNARDINE 10/16/52 
MY DARLIN* AIDA 10/27/52 


DIAL M FOR MURDER 10/29/52 
DEEP BLUE SEA 11/5/52 


PRO: 3<2 CON: WT 

PRO: 32 CON: WN 

PRO: 32 CON: WN 

PRO: 30 CON: WGN NONE: WN MP. 
PRO: 31 CON: BL NONE: WNR 


PRO: 23 CON: DM DJ WT WGN BC BL NONE: DA,DU DI 
PRO: 29 CON: wen WNR BS MP 


PRO: 25 CON:DP WT WGN NONE: DA,DU DI 
PRO: DW DB DJC WV BL 
CON: 19 NONE: DWD WCL WGN WNR MP DA DU DI 


100% rave reviews 
PRO: DN DM DP DB DWD DW WB BS 
PRO: 15 CON: DH DM DP DW WT WGN BL 
NONE: WCD WWM WCM WC WNR WNY WSR MP 


PRO: 15 CON:DP DB DWD DJC DW WB WV 


NONE: WWM WN WNR WSR WGN DA DU DI MP BL 


PRO: DH Dh DP DW DB DJC DWJ DWD WCM WCD BC 

PRO: 18 NONE:DA DU DI DE WN WNR WNS WNY WSR WT MP 
BC BL BS BF 

PRO: DM DB DJC DWJ WWM 
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__. Weekly NYC & LA Theatre Service. Gift for theatre fans,ticket buyers, 
students,teachers,libraries,groups,etc. $10 a year. 


__.. Weekly Complete NYC & LA Entertainment Service. For entertainment 
executives. Covers TV-Radio-Films-Legit. $25 a year. 
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* Green Room Department * 


NEw THEATRES URGED.ooTheatre representatives and NYC Fire Dept officials meet Dec 3 to agree 
on new building code amendment terms..."New Empire" should be name of first new theatre 
build, suggests Morehouse,World Telegram & Siin, who would like to see it placed on the 

side of the soon to be demolished Empire...City Council urged by NY News editorial to 
pass the new building code changes promptly. Bills would allow theatres to be build in 
first floors of rental units. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS... Considering how much international good-will has been aided by the trips 
of the French and Greek repertory companies, NBC Pearson can't help but wonder what 
would happen if S. Hurok brought over a Russian theatre group...Young audience which 
supported NYC Theatre Company will fight for a real mncipal theatre, Chapman, News,hopes 
eoootrong minded play readers who have faith in their convictions should be praised by 
every theatre fan for their vital role,reminds Burr,Playbill. 


ADD PUN'S FUN...Current group of Broadway Capsule Critiques by Phillips,WT&S includes: 
Mrs. McThing—Little Boy Boo-00..eMy Darlin’ Aida-Pal Verdi...The Deep Blue Sea— 
Girl Meets Semi Boy...Time of the Cuckoo——Dial V for Venicev..The Fourposter-—Bed- 
time Story. 


COLUMN TIPSeee2 new drama critics will soon be named for the Philadelphia dailies, predicts 
Winchell..-Eartha Kitt,New Faces, has been offered leading role in Truman Capote's new 

show House Of Flowers,hears Walker..-Subscription TV producers have persuaded legit 

producers to sell rights to their current shows,reports Kilgallen. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES...Unpredictable Jose Ferrer has junked his entire English production sch - 
edule and will join a dramatic reading group of Six Characters in Search of an Author, 
Sylvester,News,was informed...-Tom Ewell, Seven Year Itch,considers current-role his best, 
he told Rice,Post...Geraldine Page, Lily, admitted to Morehouse,WT&S,that anyone who 

goes into the theatre is insane. Page skyrocketed to important role in first Broadway 

play after critical raves in Off Broadway Circle in Square play. 


"BIG" LITTLE THEATRES...oEnormous cultural demand for theatre by a determined minority is 
reason Armstrong, Variety,believes the Little Theatre has grown to where it is now 
attracting more people nightly throughout the country than professional productions 
do. A general understanding of the true value of little theatre in the overall nat- 
ional scene is necessary to break down the many misconceptions of these important small 
money making groups. 


* Theatre News Round Up * 


Guys and Dolls and Pal Joey return to 8 30 PM Monday night curtains,leaving only 5 
with early starting times once a week...Runs of both French and Greek repertory groups have 
been extended..oRichard Myers elected chairman of Committee of Theatrical Producers...Can- 
ada Lee foundation formed to present annual awards and to provide aid to young dramatic j 
talent of all races..-Actors Equity to receive National Conference of Christians and Jews 
Brotherhood Award Dec 2.e-Playwrights'* Company theatrical posters exhibited at Show Shop... 
Vanderbilt Theatre available for rent...Philip Crosland named drama critic of Wilmington,Del 
Journal,replacing Ashworth Burslem who joined PR department of Hercules Powder...Coleman, 
Mirror,mending from virus infsction...Howard Barnes, former Herald Tribune critic, in press 
department of MGM...Shipley,New Leader,member of Dramatic Workshop forum on Children's Theatre 
in World of Tomorrow...NY members of National Theatre Conference met at ANTA.. Margaret 
Demorin filing Buffalo Courier Express reviews,replacing Bud Sinclair who resigned to resume 
free lance writing in Florida. 


Off- Broadway 


Negro Actors* Guild 15th annual All Star Benefit Dec 7 at Majestic...Lambs Club product- 
ion of Room Service to tour USO European circuit...New Dramatists Committee to test The Legal 
Rage by Gene O'Donnell... Dream About Tomorrow. , all Negro musical,opens Dec 12 at Henry 

St. Playhouse...Dobbs Ferry Players,NY, open winter stock season with Peg O' My Heart... 
Hofstra College,Hempstead,NY,presents Oedipus the King and Oedipus at Colonus Dec 12-lh... 
Equity Library Theatre Christmas party Dec 14 hosted by Margaret Webster and Melvyn Douglas 
eeeGordon Reilly,new play by Charles Best presented at Originals Only ,is interesting, though 
uneven problem play,comments Shanley,Times. Production presented by uniformly competent cast 
with some tender moments. ..Lighthouse Players production of Mrs. Moonlight, a fantasy by 
Benn Levy with blind and sighted players,praised by Shanley for capturing the charm,warm 
humor and poignancy of the script...New Directors' Workshop of Equity Library Theatre present- 
ed program of directors* auditions. 


* Vaudeville 


Current Palace show headlines comedian Steve Evans, and Raymond Chase; Jesse,James 
and Cornwell, George and Ann Oliver, the Florida Trio, The Satisfiers, Bob Hammond's Birds, 
and Dalton and Bailey...Danny Kaye and his all star International Variety show opens at 
Palace Jan 18,playing 10 shows per week...Music Hall presents its famed Nativity pageant 
staged by Leonidoff and "Season's Greetings" revue staged by Russell Markert...Janis Paige 
heads new Paramount show...Roxy closes till Dec 23 to enlarge stage...Broadway Association 
warned City Licenses Commissioner that certain producers are trying to bring "burlesque" 
back to Broadway. Though Variety reports that current Holiday revue,staged by Michael Rose, 
could be performed at any church social...Strand may be booked for French vaudeville by N. 
Martini, owner of French Casino. 


* Children's Theatre * 


Characters Unlimited present 4 Sat programs at Brooklyn Academy of Music featuring 
Gypsies Free, written and produced by Jim Powell... Mabel in Fableland presented by Every- 
man's Theatre at Amato.e.The Golden Goose will be presented at YMHA during Christmas week 
eeecalzburg Marionette Theatre presents Sunday programs inDecember at Ziegfeld.esHenry St 
Playhouse presents Christmas week Festival of Dance Plays:.sYMHA accepting entries in 3rd 
annual Bernstein Fund children's play writing contest. 


* LA Theatre '* 


Carthay Circle has introduced charge account subscriptions for LA businessmeneoe 

2lst annual Christmas program of Mexican Christmas customs presented at Padua Hills eee 
Gallery Stage considering touring The Maid and the Martian..eEbony Showcase, new Negro 
circle theatre,to open at West Washington Boulevard near Western..eOkay by Me and Burning 
Bright have ended runs...Sartu Theatre offers free admission for next 2 weeks at mid week 
performance for all who bring gifts for Korean Gift Lift,..sHarpo Marx in Pasadena Playhouse 
production of The Yellow Jacket drew raves from LA daily critics. Competent cast,good look 
ing sets and costumes praised by all. 
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